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ISC POLITICAL SUMMARY

Tuesday 5th – Tuesday 12th January 2010
1. Parliament:
a. Questions
b. Bills 
2. Ministers:
a. Statements to the House
3. Publications & Press Releases:
a. CSF Select Committee
b. Government

c. Conservative & Liberal Democrat
4. Organisations & Unions;

5. Think-tanks;
6. Parliamentary business for the week ahead;
7. Index of Parliamentary written questions 05/01/10 – 12/01/10
1. Parliament

Questions
Independent Safeguarding Authority
Thursday 7th
Tim Loughton MP (Con.; East Worthing & Shoreham):

To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what communication there has been between the National Safeguarding Delivery Unit and the Independent Safeguarding Authority since July 2009.
Dawn Primarolo MP (Lab.; Bristol South):
The National Safeguarding Delivery Unit (NSDU) does not routinely communicate with the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA). The ISA has been asked to join the Partnership Network, a broad coalition of partners, including key voluntary sector and professional stakeholders, which has been established to work with the NSDU to pursue specific issues impacting on effective front-line safeguarding practice.

Sir Roger Singleton provides advice and challenge to the NSDU in his independent capacity as chief adviser on The Safety of Children.
[A full index of written questions for the week is available in Part 7] 
Bills

Children, Schools and Families (CSF) Bill

The CSF Bill had its second reading on Monday 11th. The Bill as it currently stands can be read in its entirety by following this link:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/008/10008.i-iii.html
While there was no debate on the Bill during the first reading, the transcript of the second reading’s debate is available here:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100111/debtext/100111-0006.htm#1001119000001
2. Ministers
Statements to the House
Vernon Coaker MP (Lab.; Gedling), Minister for Schools and Learners
(Hansard: 10WS)
Mr. Coaker gave a brief statement to the House on Thursday (07/01/10) concerning school revenue balances for the last year, revealing, amongst other things, that maintained schools in England had a total revenue surplus of £1.78bn, and reminding the House that Local Authorities could “claw back” any funding deemed to be excess. This could potentially save the DCSF almost half a billion pounds, as ‘excess’ is anything over 5% of budget for secondary schools, and 8% for primary and special schools. 
As widely reported in the press (either “prudent financial management” or “the unacceptable stockpiling of public money”, depending on who you read), the DCSF also published something of a ‘league table’ of schools’ surpluses and deficits. The table is available from the DCSF’s Research & Statistics department, here:

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000905/index.shtml
3. Publications and Press Releases

The Children, Schools & Families Select Committee
The CSF Select Committee published Schools Accountability on Thursday (07/01/10), its report into the Government’s New Relationship with Schools policy document and how (maintained) schools have progressed with its aim of reducing bureaucracy and raising standards.
In this highly critical document, the Government is accused of “overwhelming” schools with reforms, “the constant shift in priorities by central government” being “precisely the reason why schools are struggling to engage with the accountability regime and myriad school improvement mechanisms.” 
The report is available for all to read here:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmchilsch/88/88i.pdf
Government Press Releases
Thursday 7th 

Schools Minister welcomes fall in surplus school balances but says still more to do
Schools Minister Vernon Coaker welcomed figures released today that show school surplus balances have fallen for the first time since 2002-03. 
However, he raised concerns that balances are still too high, urging schools and local authorities to ensure excessive balances are used to improve standards for all pupils.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0010
Monday 11th
Free laptops and broadband for 270,000 families across the country in ground-breaking scheme
- Research shows pupils could improve by two grades at GCSE with a computer at home 
- Unemployed parents say having the internet has helped them apply for jobs and get better skills 
The Prime Minister and Ed Balls will today announce the national roll out of a ground-breaking scheme to give 270,000 low income families a free computer and free broadband access, under a major drive to close the digital and educational divide between rich and poor and help keep parents in touch with their child's progress.
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0011
Conservative & Liberal Democrat Press Releases

Sunday 10th 
Conservative: Scholarships for children of deceased military personnel

George Osborne and Liam Fox today announced that a Conservative government will provide university and further education scholarships for the children of servicemen and women killed while on active duty. 

These scholarships will pay for the full tuition fees and other costs as they study at vocational college or university.  

This policy will apply from day one of a Conservative government - and it will also apply retrospectively to the children of all military personnel killed since 1990. This will provide reassurance and financial help for the families of servicemen and women killed while serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo, Bosnia, Northern Ireland and elsewhere.

http://www.conservatives.com/News/News_stories/2010/01/Scholarships_for_children_of_deceased_military_personnel.aspx
4. Organisations & Unions

National Union of Teachers

Damning Report on School Accountability

Commenting on the Children, Schools and Families Select Committee report into school accountability, Christine Blower, General Secretary of the National Union of Teachers, the largest teachers’ union said;

“The select committee has rightly called for a fundamental shift in how schools are evaluated. The pressure, stress and erosion of trust that school communities experience when inspectors come in, look at the raw results for a short time, and then disappear, is destructive and not supportive of the education system. 
http://www.teachers.org.uk/node/10693
NUT Hands Ed Balls 17,500 Signatures Protesting Against Licence to Practise 

Ahead of today's second reading of the Children Schools and Families Bill, the NUT is presenting Ed Balls with angry responses by teachers to the Government’s decision to require teachers to be licensed regularly.

Christine Blower, General Secretary of the National Union of Teachers, the largest teachers’ union said;

“The 17,500 postcards which teachers have sent in demonstrate the depth of frustration teachers feel about another pointless and unnecessary hurdle which Ed Balls expects them to tackle before they can carry on teaching. Indeed such a large number of postcards show how angry the teaching profession as a whole is about the Licence to Practise. 

http://www.teachers.org.uk/node/10698
NASUWT

Select Committee comments on inspection 'will be cold comfort to teachers who endure the burdens and injustices of Ofsted'

Chris Keates, General Secretary of the NASUWT, the largest teachers' union, said:

"The deficiencies of the inspection system highlighted by the Committee are old news.

"Year after year the NASUWT and many other organisations have repeatedly given evidence to the Select Committee's annual review of Ofsted, cataloguing the inconsistencies and unfairness of the system and the excessive burdens it places on schools.

"There have been no significant changes to Ofsted's remit over the last 12 months. So why is the Committee, which has the Parliamentary responsibility for scrutinising Ofsted, only now reaching these conclusions?

"The fact that the committee has may be better late than never but it will be cold comfort to the hardworking and committed school leaders and teachers who have endured, and continue to endure, the burdens and injustices of a system, which, it has been evident for years, is in dire need of reform."
http://www.nasuwt.org.uk/Whatsnew/NASUWTNews/PressReleases/SelectCommitteeCommentsOnInspectionWillBeColdComfortToTeachersWhoEndureTheBurdensAndInjusticesOfOfstedSaysTheNASUWT/NASUWT_005613
5. Think-tanks
Demos
Monday 11th
Building Character
Monday saw the launch of Demos’ new report on how having certain ‘character traits’ can help predict everything from health and educational outcomes to your level of political engagement.

The report received widespread coverage, not least because it was launched by Conservative Leader David Cameron. In launching it, Mr. Cameron called the report “one of the most important findings in a generation”, though adding “it would be over the top to say that this is to social science what E=MC2 was to physics”. 
Mr. Cameron called for a shift in tackling disadvantage from the redistribution of money to creating structures for “strong and secure families, confident and able parents [and] an ethic of responsibility instilled from a young age.” 

Building Character is available to download here:

http://www.demos.co.uk/projects/the-character-inquiry
A full transcript of Mr. Cameron’s speech at the launch is also available: 

http://www.conservatives.com/News/Speeches/2010/01/David_Cameron_Supporting_parents.aspx?Cameron=true
6. Parliamentary Business for the Week Ahead

Wednesday 13th
09:30, Wilson Room, Portcullis House

Children, Schools & Families Select Committee

Sure Start Children’s Centres – Oral Evidence Session
House of Commons

Education, Skills and Training Opportunities for young people in the recession – Westminster Hall debate
House of Lords

Capital needs of the further education sector – Oral questions

Thursday 14th
14:30, Westminster Hall

Debate on supporting young people in the recession
Wednesday 20th
Time TBC, Portcullis House

Children, Schools & Families Select Committee

Ofsted Inspection of Children’s Services – Oral Evidence Session
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